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Operations Repor

A ready room is the room 
on a Navy aircraft carrier 
where air crews hold their 
pre-flight and post-flight 
briefs. Crews serving 

during WWII considered 
the ready room to be a 

clubroom. 
“The funny thing about a 

ready room is that you get 
attached to the hole. As 

much as you are attached 
to the ship. It's more than 
sentiment. It's an urge for 
protection. The loneliest 
feeling in the whole of a 

carrier pilot's world is when 
he's at sea with the gas 

running low, and he can't 
see his carrier. You think 
of the ready room then, 
and the noisy guys who 

make it the most desirable 
place in the world. It's your 
office, you live in it, it is the 

big thing in your life. […] 
You sweat and worry in it, 
and grouse and argue, and 
you get mad at it when you 
can't hear yourself speak 

because everyone is 
yelling at once, but you're 

deeply attached to the 
place. 

— Tommy Booth 

 "Wildcats" Over Casablanca 
 

Wing Leader’s Report 
   The year is starting out at a rapid pace.  I missed the first meeting because 
of a previously scheduled seminar, but plan to be back in February.  I will 
miss the March meeting because of the CAF membership meetings held in 
Dallas.  Several of our members are planning on going. It is a great way to 
meet other CAF members from around the United States and learn how the 
CAF operates.  We will have a great time.  If you are interested in going, we 
will try and do some car pooling to Dallas.  The sign up information is on 
the national website. Commemorativeairforce.org.  
   We had a water pipe break in the Men’s bathroom (AGAIN).  We have 
taken the wall apart and found that our insulation was not up to par.  We 
have re-insulated and are in the process of updating the bathroom.  The 
hot water heater has been moved to the electrical room, thanks to Rick 
Schubert, Jim Boughan, Terry Clevenger, and Bob Robinson.  We are 
planning on doing some painting and redoing the floor.  The bathroom was 
showing some wear and it’s time to make it nice again, like it was after Gary 
Stewart remodeled it several years ago.  Next step will be finishing the 
drywall repairs and then painting the ceiling and walls. After that we will 
install some kind of wall covering on the lower portion of the walls and then 
repaint(epoxy) the floor.  There is not a lot of room to help in the bathroom, 
but we would love to have someone step up to help with some of the 
projects.  Jim Boughan and Rick Schubert are heading up the effort, so give 
them a call if you can help out.  You can also get in touch with me and we 
will put you to work.  If you aren’t inclined to get your hands dirty, we can 
always use some monetary donations to help offset the cost of doing the 
project.  We need to have it done by our first wedding event on March 11, 
2023. 
   Jesse Plous has taken on the Open Hangar Day events.  He has proposed 
an aggressive plan to get people to our hangar.  We will definitely need 
volunteers to help.  There will be more information coming out very soon as 
he wants to get started in April. 
   As alway, David Dyer has great speakers lined up for our meetings. 
So, it will be a busy, fun year at the Heart of America Wing.  Hope to see 
you at some events. 
 

EDUCATE – INSPIRE – HONOR 
-- Steve Zimmerman 

 

Next MeetiNg: 

18 feb, 10:00 
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Wing Staff 
Last November we elected six new members to our CAF-Heart of America Wing staff. Thanks to all those 
who've volunteered to help out! We can't run the Wing without a staff. 
     We thought you might like to put faces to names, so here is your 2023 CAF-HOA staff: 
 
Wing Leader: 
Steve Zimmerman 

 
 
Executive Officer:   
John Wittenborn 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Finance Officer:   
Mark Schlicht 

 

 

Operations Officer:  
 Bob Robinson 

 

Maintenance Officer:   
Mark McMahon 

 

Safety Officer:   
Bill England 

 

 

 

Adjutant:   
Debbie Atcheson 

 

Development Officer:   
Jim Neese 

 

Education Officer:   
Jesse Plous 
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Money Matters 

Hello, I am the new Finance Officer-elect for the Wing.  In this edition of “The 
Ready Room“, I would like to introduce myself and talk about why I wanted to 
be involved in the Wing. 

I have been a warbird fan my entire life, with a special interest in WWII 
airplanes.  My father was a B-17 and B-29 pilot.  He served as a B-17 flight 
instructor, and then moved to command a reconnaissance B-29 aircrew in 1945.  His 
crew was set to ship out to China in preparation for the invasion of Japan when the war ended. 

I joined the CAF because I wanted to support the mission of preserving and maintaining all types of military 
aircraft for future generations to see, so that we can never forget the sacrifices that have been made for the 
freedoms that we enjoy today in America.  I was particularly drawn to our Heart of America Wing by our 
commitment to honor our military veterans from all wars.  We are so fortunate to have tremendous programs 
with veterans telling their stories. 

My wife Carol and I started attending the monthly Wing meetings in 2021, and we both joined the CAF last 
March.  We live in Lenexa, Kansas and have two adult children, both of whom are married.  Our son has visited 
the Wing several times, and now has a career in the commercial aviation industry. 

To all of you who are involved with the Wing and attend our events, please invite your children and 
grandchildren to attend our monthly meetings and other events! 

I look forward to another successful year of activities with our Wing, and want to wish a warm “Thank You” to 
the outgoing Finance Officer, Tom McChesney! 

-- Mark Schlicht 

 
 
 

“Gentlemen, we are being killed on the beaches.  Let’s go inland and be killed.” 
GEN Norman Cota, Omaha Beach 1944 

 
“We are outnumbered, there is only one thing to do.  We must attack!” 

ADM Andrew Cunningham, 11 Nov 1940 
 

“I never trust a fighting man who doesn’t smoke or drink.” 
ADM William Halsey 

 
“Just drive down that road, until you get blown up.” 

GEN George Patton to reconnaissance troops 
 

“I’d rather have a German Division in front of me than a French one behind.” 
GEN George Patton 

 
“We’re surrounded.  That simplifies the problem.” 

Lt Col Lewis “Chesty” Puller, USMC 

Wing Staff 
Meeting 

2 Feb, 7 PM 
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Building Update 
Last month when the temperatures got down below zero, we had another burst pipe incident. 
Fortunately Development Officer Jim Neese stopped by to check on things and heard the running water. 
One of the pipes in the North wall of the Mens room had failed and water was running inside the wall, 
soaking the insulation and drywall.  Apparently, there was a gap in the insulation that allowed the 
arctic-like temperatures to reach the pipes. 
     Since we have a big repair job to do anyway, it was decided at the January Staff Meeting that we'd 
update and improve the Mens room.  In addition to repairing the wall and fixtures, we're replacing the 
old water heater with a new, more efficient system. 
     Thanks to Wing Leader Steve Zimmerman, outgoing Safety Officer Jim Boughan, incoming Safety 
Officer Bill England, Operations Officer Bob Robinson, Finance Officer Tom McChesney, and of course 
Colonel Neese for all their help in the situation. 

-- Brian vonBevern 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In 1944, the United States Navy and Piper Aircraft 
developed a concept in which a Piper NE-1 (J-3) Cub 
would be attached to an M-Class blimp and released 
mid-flight to carry out typical liaison duties. Known as 
a “Glimpy”, plans were also made to arm a remote-
controlled version of the NE-1 with a depth charge 
and release the aircraft when enemy submarines were 
spotted (a predecessor to the concept of drone 
warfare). At least two Cubs and one blimp were 
modified for the project, and several test flights were 
conducted at Lakehurst Naval Air Station in New 
Jersey. However, the project was ultimately cancelled. 

After removing the toilet the guys had to cut out a 
bunch of sheetrock to get at the damaged pipes. 

The big water tank will be replaced by 
something more modern. 
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Operations Reports 

There is very little going on in Operations this month.  Many thanks to our Maintenance crews and pilots for 
the quickly completed annual inspection on our Stearman.  It is ready to fly for 2023. 

Winter Staff will be mid-March in Dallas this year. I hope to attend as I imagine there will be some new wrinkles 
to consider in our flying plans this year. We are planning to hold our Wing Pilot Certifications the last week of 
March. Dates and time to be announced asap. All are welcome to attend. 

I am expecting another busy season. Many thanks to all who have helped keep us safe and treated our guests 
so professionally. 

-- Bob Robinson 

The Stearman Annual was completed in January.  This is the earliest we have ever had it done.  It took a little 
over a week to complete.  Steve Zimmerman and Brian VonBevern took the lead to get it completed.  We are 
ready for Spring and the flying season to start.  We will be conducting Ground training and Flight training in 
March.  Watch for further information when we get some dates set for training.  If last year is any indication, we 
will have a busy flying season. 
We need to get another airplane flying.  That would be our PT-19.  Ken Tyler and Jim Stella have been 
conducting Wednesday evening work sessions.  They need your help.  Please let one of them know if you can 
come out and help on a Wednesday evening at 7pm. 
Our maintenance officer, Mark McMahon, has started working on our tug.  It needs a little TLC to get in shape 
for the flying season.  If you can help, give Mark a call. 

-- Steve Zimmerman 
 

PT-19 update for January 2023 

The Holiday season has resulted in a slow down on the PT-19 work.  Add in illnesses, surgeries, funerals and lousy 
weather, one can imagine nothing would get completed. We have, however, accomplished a few things and have an 
update on the out-of-town work.  The brackets have been rough cut and now needs to be bent to the correct angles for 
each location and welded.  Word has been received that the center section can be shipped to Pennsylvania at the end of 
March or early April.  Date and shipping logistics still need to be confirmed. 

We are in the process of constructing shelves to safely store the Horizontal and Vertical Stabilizers.  We have to 
coordinate with the Hanger Crew to help install brackets on the walls and raise and secure the structures on the shelves.  I 
know we have people willing and able to help accomplish this task, ex. the Hanger Maintenance Crew, but we need to get 
together to plan the work. 

Workspace is limited in the shop area and getting to and using tools like the drill press or belt sander is difficult, and with 
the clutter is not the safest work environment.  Help will be needed when the weather gets warmer to clean up, organize 
and resupply equipment. 

Many thanks to everyone that came out last year to help on this project.  Even if it didn’t seem like we were 
accomplishing very much we are grateful you took the time to come out to help.  I am sure 2023 is going to be much more 
productive, especially after we get the above work completed. 

-- Ken Tyler 
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Gene Linder passed away on 1/17/2023. Born 4/11/1931, Gene 
lived life to the fullest for all his 91 years.  

Gene’s first legacy was that of husband to Virginia - devoted to 
each other for 70 years of marriage before her passing in 
2021.  Theirs is an example of something extraordinary.  Through 
all their years together -  they loved each other more each day. 
They flirted, laughed, supported each other and were each 
others best friend.  

Most know Gene as a man who loved to fly - having been a pilot, 
instructor, and key member of the local chapter of the 

Commemorative Air Force. Many also knew him as a 
welder/fabricator, owning his own custom fabrication shop, Linder's Welding, INC. The last 28 yrs the business was 
owned and operated by his son Jeff Linder.  He also was an Army veteran, champion horse rider, and so much more.  

He made every thing and every person he touched ...significantly better.  He said what he meant and did what he said. 
He was hardworking, fair and kind. The kind of man you would look up to. Too often we heard, "Gene is who I want to 
be when I grow up".  Having left his mark on so many lives, his presence will be greatly missed. 

To the very end of his days, Gene was still flying, driving his ATV, shooting guns and living the country life like someone 
half his age. At the end of his life here on earth we can confidently say he lived!  He lived life to the fullest ALL 91 
years.  How many people are lucky enough to say that. 
 
The legacy of Gene and Virginia carries on with multiple generations of family - his children, Denise Koblitz (Craig) 
Marsha Conner, and Jeff Linder (Sharon).  Also raised twin nephews, Steve Linder (Susan) and Lee Linder (Annalisa). 
Grandchildren, Valerie Gibson, Amber Koblitz, Joe Koblitz, Jamie Thompson, and Abby Linder (deceased). Great 
grandchildren, Forrest and Sydney Gibson, Mackenzie Linder, Alex and Avery Koblitz, Van and Zeke Thompson.  Gene 
was a loving father, grandfather and great-grandfather. 
 
Celebration of Life to be held on Saturday, Feb 4th, 1-3PM  at the CAF, Heart Of America Wing Hanger, New Century Air 
Center. 6 Aero Plaza, New Century, KS. 
 
Please send any cards directly to Gene Linder Family, c/o Heart of America Wing, 6 Aero Plaza, New Century , KS 66031 
 
The Family requests donations to the Heart of America Wing in Lieu of flowers. Please go to their website: 
kcghostsquadron.org. Donations are listed under "About Us". Or, just mail your donation directly. 

 

Stearman.net 
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A World War II Flying Fortress Was Made into the 
‘Gas Station Bomber’ on a $5 Bet 

Military.com | By Blake Stilwell 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For 60 years, a World War II-era B-17 Flying Fortress sat atop an Oregon service station, serving 
as a canopy for customers stopping to refuel. It only made it there after an incredible cross country 
journey that involved smuggling booze and a two-plane pileup on an Oklahoma runway. 

Art Lacey created the "Gas Station Bomber" -- one of Milwaukie, Oregon's most visited sites -- on 
a five-dollar bet. 

According to his daughter Punky Scott, the now-deceased Lacey was attending a birthday party in 
1947 when he told fellow revelers he was going to put a B-17 bomber on top of his local gas 
station. He'd learned about the surplus of B-17s and that they could be acquired for near-scrap 
value. He wanted to use the warplane's wings as a canopy for his gasoline pumps. 

The Bomber Restaurant, originally a service station founded by Art Lacey in Milwaukie, Oregon, went out of 
business during the COVID-19 pandemic. (B-17 Alliance Museum) 

https://www.military.com/author/blake-stilwell
https://offbeatoregon.com/1601d.bomber-gas-station-375.html
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One of the partygoers told him he was crazy and it would never happen. Lacey bet the man $5 that 
it would. While at the same party, Lacey asked a friend for a $15,000 loan. That friend was 
allegedly involved with some less than legal businesses. 

"And the guy had it on him," Scott said in an interview with ABC affiliate KATU. "I don't know 
how that translates into today's money, but it's got to be a lot." 

It is a lot, roughly $200,000 when adjusted for inflation. But Lacey didn't bat an eye at the number; 
he had his eyes on the prize. He took the money and drove to Altus Air Force Base in Oklahoma, 
which was then a scrapyard for World War II aircraft. 
 
There, Lacey used his skills as a salesman to negotiate the purchase of a used B-17. The 
commander of the base agreed to the purchase for $13,000 and told Lacey he'd have the plane 
fueled and ready the next day. All Lacey had to do was show up with a co-pilot. Now he had more 
problems. 

He had neither a co-pilot nor the experience needed to fly a Flying Fortress. Despite the dire nature 
of both these issues, neither prevented Lacey from showing up the next day. He was going for the 
gusto and would not be deterred. 

"He knew how to fly a single-engine aircraft and was a good pilot," Scott said, "But he didn't know 
how to do the big ones." 

Lacey arrived at Altus with a mannequin he'd borrowed from a local seamstress, dressed it up and 
then began to read the manual as he practiced the controls on the runway. He might have gotten 
away with it, had it not been for a landing gear malfunction that caused him to crash into another B-
17. 

Uninjured, save for his pride, he was forced to admit to the Air Force that he couldn't fly a B-17. 
Luckily, the bill of sale hadn't been written up yet. The commander "took pity" on Lacey and told 
him he would chalk it up to "the worst case of wind damage I've ever seen," before selling him a 
second airplane. 

This second plane had only 50 hours of flight time on it and was in much better condition, which 
included its landing gear. Altus' commander even sold him the new plane for $1,500 (just over 
$20,000 in today's dollars). To get the plane home, he called his wife to send over two friends, a 
pilot instructor and an Army Air Forces veteran who was a B-17 crew chief during the war. He also 
needed a case of whiskey. 

https://katu.com/archive/the-milwaukie-bomber-its-not-going-to-last-much-longer-11-23-2015
http://www.military.com/base-guide/altus-air-force-base
http://www.military.com/army
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With zero money left, Lacey needed money for fuel. The whiskey was meant to bribe the local fire 
department to siphon gas from the two crashed B-17s into his plane. Since alcohol sales were 
illegal in Oklahoma at the time, the whiskey had to come from somewhere else. 

The next morning, Lacey's B-17 and its crew were in the air, headed for Palm Springs, California, 
to refuel. Since Lacey still had no money, he bought the fuel using a bad check (he would cover the 
debt when he returned to Oregon). When they finally landed in Troutdale, Oregon, they 
disassembled the old plane and loaded it onto trucks. 

But when Lacey and his crew went to get the required permits to make the 45-minute drive to 
Milwaukie, they were denied. The trucks were too high, too long, and "everything was wrong," 
according to his daughter's recollection. 

"So he hired a motorcycle escort for funerals," she said. "And the guys are in black leather and they 
put him out in front in the middle of the night and had two teenagers ride along with him. And he 
told them, 'Now if the police show up, you burn rubber in another direction and they'll follow you.' 
And he told the trucking drivers, 'You just keep going. I'll pay any tickets, just keep on going and 
don't let them stop you.' " 

 
 
 

 
Art Lacey stands in front of his hard-won prize: a real B-17 Flying Fortress. 

http://www.military.com/benefits/military-pay
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When the officials found out he'd done it anyway, they came after him for skirting the permits. The 
local newspaper came to the rescue, drawing on Oregon's postwar patriotism to fuel public 
sentiment in support of giving the B-17 Bomber its "final resting place" in Milwaukie. He ended up 
with a $10 fine, which he paid. 

Art Lacey died in 2000, but the aircraft, nicknamed "The Lacey Lady," called Milwaukie home for 
more than 60 years. As of 2021, it was in pieces in an aircraft hangar and is being restored by 
the B-17 Alliance Foundation to be turned into a flying museum. 

You can help the restoration of "The Lacey Lady" and other World War II B-17 Flying Fortresses 
by donating on the B-17 Alliance Donation Page. 

https://www.military.com/history/world-war-ii-flying-fortress-was-made-gas-station-bomber-5-bet.html 
 
 
 
 
 

Medal of Honor 
2nd Lt Robert E Femoyer 

 
Robert Femoyer joined the Enlisted Reserve Corps as a private at 
Roanoke, Va., Nov. 11 1942. He was called to active duty the 
following February and took basic training at Miami Beach, Fla. He 
became an aviation cadet in July 1943. He failed pilot training at the 
Mississippi Institute of Aeronautics at Jackson, Miss., but in 1944, 
graduated from the Army Air Force Flexible Gunnery School at Fort 
Myers, Fla., and the AAF Navigation School at Selman Field, La. 
 
He went to the European Theater in September 1944, as a second 
lieutenant and was assigned to the 447th Bomb Group's 711th 
Squadron. Six weeks later, as navigator of a bomber on a mission 
near Merseburg, Germany, he was killed in action Nov. 2, earning 
the nation's highest decoration, the Medal of Honor. 
 
Lieutenant Femoyer's citation reads, in part: "...Severely wounded 

when his plane was hit by three enemy antiaircraft shells despite extreme pain and great loss of 
blood, Lieutenant Femoyer refused an offered injection of morphine. He was determined to keep 
his mental faculties clear in order that he might direct his seriously damaged airplane out of 
danger and so save his comrades. Unable to rise from the floor, he asked to be propped up in 
order to see his charts and instruments. He successfully directed the navigation of his lone 
bomber for two-and-a-half hours so well that it avoided enemy flak and returned to the field 
without further damage. Only when the airplane had arrived in the safe area over the English 
Channel did he feel that he had accomplished his objective, and then, and only then, he 
permitted an injection of a sedative. He died shortly after being removed from the airplane . . . 
heroism and self-sacrifice of Lieutenant Femoyer are in keeping with the highest traditions." 

https://www.b17alliance.com/
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E347386&id=2
https://www.military.com/history/world-war-ii-flying-fortress-was-made-gas-station-bomber-5-bet.html
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American Chronicles: The Art of Norman Rockwell 

March 8 - 
May 31, 2009 

[Excerpt of article]  https://tfaoi.org/aa/8aa/8aa514.htm 
 
When depicting heroism, Rockwell focused on reassuring 
images of leaders, such as President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower or John F. Kennedy, but he also cast 
everyday Americans as heroes, focusing on their 
personal sacrifice and duty to the nation. Some of his 
most powerful images are those made in support of 
America's involvement in World War II. Rockwell's 
heroes are rarely shown on the front-line; he preferred 
to portray the quiet heroism of those who waited for 
loved ones left behind, such as the miner with two sons 
in the military featured in the poster Mine America's 
Coal (1945). When Rockwell created images for the 

extremely successful war bond posters Four 
Freedoms, he shows citizens at home enjoying 
the liberties that America fought to 
preserve. (left: Norman Rockwell, Christmas 
Homecoming, 1948, Painting for The Saturday 
Evening Post cover, December 25, 1948, Oil on 
canvas. Norman Rockwell Museum Collection) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://tfaoi.org/aa/8aa/8aa514.htm
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Wing Elected Staff Officers: 

Wing Leader:  Steve Zimmerman 

Executive Officer:  John Wittenborn 

Finance Officer:  Mark Schlicht 

Operations Officer:  Bob Robinson 

Maintenance Officer:  Mark 
McMahon 

Safety Officer:  Bill England 

Adjutant:  Debbie Atcheson 

Development Officer:  Jim Neese 

Education Officer:  Jesse Plous 

Wing Appointed Staff 
Officers: 

Guest Speaker/Veteran Outreach:  
Dave Dyer 

PIO:  Brian VonBevern 

Open Hangar Day Operations: Jesse 
Plous 

Facility Rentals:  Jim Neese 

Wing Newsletter:  Anita Mack 

Museum & Library Curator:  Darren 
Roberts  

Photographer:  John English 
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