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A ready room is the room
on a Navy aircraft carrier

where air crews hold their
pre-flight and post-flight

briefs. Crews serving
during WWII considered
the ready room to be a
clubroom.

“The funny thing about a
ready room is that you get
attached to the hole. As
much as you are attached
to the ship. It's more than
sentiment. It's an urge for
protection. The loneliest
feeling in the whole of a
carrier pilot's world is when
he's at sea with the gas
running low, and he can't
see his carrier. You think
of the ready room then,
and the noisy guys who
make it the most desirable
place in the world. It's your
office, you live in it, it is the
big thing in your life. [...]
You sweat and worry in it,
and grouse and argue, and
you get mad at it when you
can't hear yourself speak
because everyone is
yelling at once, but you're
deeply attached to the
place.

— Tommy Booth

"Wildcats" Over Casablanca

Wing Leader’s Report

Cold weather is moving in and our busy summer is coming to a
close. We had a couple of good events in October. Modern
Wealth Management rented our hangar and purchased 5
Stearman rides for their clients. They provided lunch and some
games along with museum tours. There were about 100 people
at the event. This was our second event with this group and I'm
sure we will do more in the future. It was very well received by
both MWM and the CAF.

We also had our USO style dance. It was one of our better
dances. Moonlight Serenaders provided the music for the
evening. Everyone had a good time. Next month we will have
our regular meeting and will hold elections. Please ask for an
absentee ballot if you can’t attend the meeting. We will have a
great speaker for the November meeting.

There will be no meeting in December, but we will have our
annual Christmas party at the hangar on December 2nd.
Please plan on attending, it is always a lot of fun and a great
way to end the year.

There will be plenty of activities to get involved with next year,
hope to see you at the hangar for one of our events.

EDUCATE - INSPIRE - HONOR

-- Steve Zimmerman

NEXT MEETING:
18 NOV, 10:00
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Hangar Dance

We held our last hangar dance for 2023 on October
21st. Those that attended had a perfect night under
the stars to enjoy the music of our friends from the
Moonlight Serenade Orchestra. Steve Z brought out
his restored Ford Model T, which proved to be a big
hit with the crowd as a photo prop. We had some
great items in our silent auction, ranging from a
custom-made electric guitar to computer flight
simulation program flight controls; as well as hand-
made pottery, wine baskets, and more. Many
thanks to Beth McCale for doing all the work to set
up the auction and those that donated items.
CAF’ers John and Beverly Wittenborn did a
tremendous amount of work organizing the dance
and selling tickets. Dave Dyer did a great job as MC
for the festivities. Many thanks to them and all the volunteers who helped in the parking lot, concession stand,
the raffle table, and those that helped clean the hangar out Saturday afternoon or put everything back inside
after the dance.

As always, special thanks to John English for capturing everything in
photos. Check out our Facebook page to see some of John's magic.

& | RyanZimmermann

Brian Von Bevern... trio of antiques




Hangar Event

Friday (October 20th,) we hosted a customer appreciation event for Modern Wealth Management
(MWM), an investment advisory company. Not only did the company rent out the hangar and grill food,
they bought five Stearman rides to be raffled off for attendees. Wing Leader Steve Zimmerman flew four
of the rides in the PT-13, while PIO Brian Von Bevern flew the fifth ride for a winner who opted for a ride
in the Brian's PT-26. It was a great event, and MWM plans to host more events at the CAF-HOA in the
future.

Congratulations to all the lucky ride winners, and thanks to all the CAF volunteers who came out to
make the event a great success.




Museum Update

If you haven't looked around the upstairs museum lately you've missed a new addition: a B-29 Enola
Gay model autographed by the pilot for the first atomic bomb mission, Maj Paul Tibbets. Tibbets was the
squadron leader for the 509th BG, whose B-29s bombed Japan in 1945 to help end World War Two. The
model now hangs above the B-29 display in the front area of the museum.

The model was donated by Finance Officer Mark Schlicht, who got it from a relative that met Tibbets.
Tibbets died in 2007, making this addition to our museum both rare and irreplaceable.

Hangar Event

The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) had their NCRL Flight Clinic

at the hangar, 22-26 October. The weeklong
training included, reviewing the past years activities,
updated regulations, and flight proficiency. Future
activities and an in-depth discussion how to
improve the organization. The weather was iffy at
times but they got in most of their check out rides.
The
ramp was full of red, white, and blue Cesena’s from all
parts of the US. Attendees, 40 plus, came as far away as
Alaska, where CAP mission are very active. And at the
end of their session on Thursday, they bought a ride in
the Stearman and had a drawing for the ride. All of
those attending were pilots, many ex- or active fighter
pilots, but to win the Stearman ride was a big deal.




Camera Ready

The Gardner\Edgerton Magazine recently sent a reporter and photographer out to write a story about
the CAF-Heart of America Wing. We'll be featured in the next annual issue, but as a teaser here are
some photos of the "shoot." Thanks to Steve Zimmerman, Randall Hauk, Jerry "Hollywood" Sladish, and
Brian Von Bevern for helping out.
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Where would we be without Jerry tells the photographer about the Stearman
old "Hollywood" Sladish?




MONEY MATTERS

Hello HOA members and friends. As we complete the first nine
months of 2023, we continue to have good financial results. Our
operating revenue is up over the same period last year. Thanks to
efforts of Jim Neese and all of our members, we have had a good

year so far in renting out the hangar for weddings, and for other
events. We continue to sell PT-13 rides, and have had several
donations to the Wing. As far as significant recent and future
expenditures, the Wing has made substantial investments to restore the
fuselage and wings of our PT-19.

Wing Staff
Meeting

2 Nov, 7 PM

I want to welcome a new member of the Wing, J. Michael Robertson, who joined in September.
We have had several donations in memory of Norm Williams, a WWII veteran who was a friend
and frequent guest of the Wing.

Let me know if you have any questions.
-- Mark Schlicht

> _'_-5‘7__’_ >

We'll be voting for the staff elections at this month's general meeting,

ELECTION Nox_/ember 18. Posit_ions up for election are Wing Leader, I_Executi_ve _
Officer, and Operations Officer (we'll be sending out candidate biographies
M later). If you can't make the meeting here's how you can obtain an absentee
ballot:

Email your request to Ron Wright at:
rdskw@yahoo.com or

If you prefer to use paper you can send your request by regular mail to
Ron at:

12613 Briar Drive
Leawood, Kansas 66209

Email requests for absentee ballots must be received (USPS requests must be postmarked) by
November 18 (election day).

Absentee ballots will be mailed out by November 23, returned within 30 days

Hopefully everyone can make it to the meeting (we're going to have a great program this month) but if
you can't make it, remember your vote counts, too!


mailto:rdskw@yahoo.com
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AS HIS COUNTRY CRUMBLED, A SOUTH
VIETNAMESE PILOT ATTEMPTING A HIGH-
RISK LANDING ON THE MIDWAY
DEPENDED ON THE SHIP’S QUICK-
THINKING CREW TO SAVE HIS FAMILY
FROM DISASTER.

On the last full day of his country’s existence, South
Vietnamese air force Maj. Buang-Ly stole a tiny
two-seat airplane. He helped his wife and their five
children, ages 14 months to 6 years, into the
backseat and storage area before climbing into the
pilot’s seat. They took off and headed out to sea
while enemy ground fire zipped past them.

It was April 29, 1975, and chaos had enveloped the
nation. Two years earlier, the 1973 Paris peace
agreement had theoretically ended the war, but after
American combat forces left the country, the North
Vietnamese took the opportunity to press their new
strategic advantage. The long war between North

ARBIRDS OF

and South Vietnam paused only briefly before
ferocious fighting resumed.

In early 1975, the North Viethamese Army seized
key bases in the Central Highlands, and, by the end
of March, had captured areas along the coast. The
remaining American advisers and many South
Vietnamese families began frenzied evacuations on



American military aircraft and civilian transport
planes.

Those large, fixed-wing aircraft flew thousands of
people to hastily constructed camps in the
Philippines, Guam and Wake Island. The last plane
out of Da Nang, a civilian Boeing 727 on March 29,
was unable to retract its landing gear in flight
because at least seven of the 290 passengers had
climbed into its wheel wells. Soon North
Vietnamese forces were shelling Saigon.

Buang and his family were stationed on Con Son
Island, about 50 miles off the southern coast and
home to one of the last bases still under South
Vietnamese control. Used mainly as a prison camp,
the island also had a small airfield. When Buang
and his wife learned that North Vietnamese forces
were closing in, they loaded as many of their
possessions as possible into the plane and got
airborne—with no plan for what to do next.

Their tiny aircraft, an O-1 Bird Dog, was a modified
Cessna 170, a light, single-engine tail dragger with
fixed landing gear. Ruggedly built and highly
maneuverable, Bird Dogs flew over South
Vietnam’s terrain during the war, spotting enemy
targets and then marking them with white
phosphorous rockets to guide U.S. artillery shelling
and airstrikes. The planes could take off and land on
a dime, but their range was limited to just over 500
miles when fully fueled—and Buang’s fuel tank
was not.

As Buang coaxed the overloaded plane airborne, he
faced enormous challenges. The Bird Dog was not
designed to operate over water. It lacked
sophisticated navigation equipment, life vests and
the ability to safely ditch in an emergency. Buang
had never seen, much less landed on, an aircraft
carrier—and to make matters worse, this Bird Dog
had no working radio because Buang had not been
able to bring a headset. Still, he knew that his
family was more likely to find safety out at sea,
where the U.S. Navy was in control, than on the
land now controlled by communist forces under
Gen. Van Tien Dung.

After flying for a half-hour, Buang spotted a gaggle
of helicopters in the distance heading east. At the
time he had no idea they were loaded with friendly
evacuees, but it seemed like a good idea to follow
them. “I was searching for a safe place,” Buang
later recalled. “It made me think there was
something out there they could depend on.”

On April 19, 10 days before the Buang family
departed Con Son Island, the aircraft carrier USS
Midway had received orders to leave Naval Station
Subic Bay in the Philippines and make best speed
toward Saigon to help evacuate the roughly 5,000
Americans remaining there, including diplomats,
CIA agents, contractors and a handful of Marines.
Midway and the rest of the 7th Fleet would also
evacuate as many friendly Vietnamese as possible.

The old ship had been in service since September
1945 and was just starting a pier side repair period.
Its engineering plant, which had been taken offline
for maintenance, needed to be hastily restored to
operation, and the ship got underway with fewer
sailors than normal. At Subic Bay, Midway
offloaded half of the fixed-wing jets in its combat



air wing. When the ship reached the South China
Sea, it received 10 large Sikorsky H-53
helicopters—two U.S. Air Force HH-53s from the
40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron and
eight CH-53s from the Air Force’s 21st Special
Operations Squadron. Each of these choppers could
comfortably transport 55 passengers at a time.

The mission, dubbed Operation Frequent Wind,
would employ an ad-hoc fleet of helicopters and
several elements of the 7th Fleet—an impressive
array of combat vehicles—to conduct a massive
humanitarian operation, transporting and caring for
thousands of refugees. During transit, the carrier’s
crew got busy training for the work ahead.

As the official evacuation commenced, many
resourceful Vietnamese commandeered whatever
aircraft they could to fly to safety. “At least 74
planes of the South Vietnamese Air Force,
including about 30 F-5 fighters, streamed into the U
Taphao air base in southern Thailand from South
Vietnam without warning,” The New York Times
reported the next day. “The pilots and passengers—
about 2,000 people—requested asylum,” and more
planes kept arriving. Thai officials declared their
intention to return the aircraft to South Vietnam,
which soon became impossible as the South was
absorbed into a unified Vietnam under Hanoi’s
communist leadership.

More choppers began arriving on Midway’s flight
deck. The ship’s contingent of Marines and the
sergeant at arms searched the new arrivals for
contraband and weapons, confiscating pistols and
wads of worthless South Vietnamese cash that they
threw over the side. Then they helped passengers
into the ship’s command structure on the starboard

side, known as “the island,” where crew members
gave them food and basic medical care. All but 80
or so of the most dire cases were transferred by
helicopter to other ships to be distributed across the
whole fleet, a process that went on well into the
next day.

The Midway was commanded by Capt. Lawrence
Chambers, the second to graduate from the U.S.
Naval Academy when he earned his degree in 1952.
Chambers had reported aboard the carrier in
January 1975 and been in command for only a few
weeks. In a television interview 35 years later, he
recalled the scene as he watched from his chair on
the bridge, just above the action: “A flight deck is a
hazardous operation under normal conditions. And
when you see little kids and mothers holding little
babies, and airplanes, helicopters are taking off and
landing, you just kind of hold your breath.”

Weather conditions were not ideal, observed the
ship’s air boss, Cmdr. Vern Jumper, from his perch
five stories above the flight deck in the Primary
Flight Control room. Jumper was responsible for all
aspects of flight operations, including any aircraft
flying near the ship, all the action on the flight deck,
and the work happening down in the hangar bay. He
noted rain falling from a 500-foot cloud ceiling, 15
knots (17 mph) of wind over the deck and 5 miles
visibility. But the seas remained relatively calm,
which meant the deck, though sometimes slick with
water, wasn’t pitching.



Air traffic controllers inside the ship and landing
signals crew on deck used whatever means
necessary to keep helicopters in order as they
approached. Communication went smoothly with
the 10 H-53 helicopters that were part of the
operation. They would land, unload, refuel and
make repeated trips to Saigon. By mid-afternoon, an
additional 45 UH-1 Iroquois “Huey” helicopters had
arrived from the mainland. Most had no ability to
communicate with the ship via radio. “We were
using hand signals to the pilots to control where
they landed on the flight deck,” Jumper recalled 35
years later. Sailors and aircrews also communicated
via signal flags and colored signal lamps—red,
don’t land; green, OK to land.

Every pilot managed his fuel and waited patiently
for his turn. At one point, Jumper and his assistant,
Cmdr. Pete Theodorelos, counted 26 helicopters
circling the carrier while sailors assisted waves of
arriving passengers. As soon as a chopper’s rotors
stopped twirling, sailors pushed it away from the
action, using small rectangular tractors or brute
manpower. By packing the incoming aircraft close
together, they were able to recover them all. None
had to ditch next to the carrier, but the flight deck
soon filled to capacity.

Toward the end of that wild afternoon, spotters on
the carrier saw a tiny two-seat Cessna come into
view. Through binoculars they counted at least four
people in the plane, which had South Vietnamese
markings. The Bird Dog began circling overhead
with its landing lights switched on. Periodically the
pilot rocked the plane’s wings. A Vietnamese
translator was rushed to Primary Flight Control to
join Jumper and Theodorelos in the ship’s tower,
but attempts to radio the plane were met with static.
From the bridge Chambers quickly consulted task
force commander Adm. William Harris, who was at
his battle station below deck.

“The admiral ordered me to tell the Bird Dog to
ditch,” Chambers later recalled. A helicopter could
be dispatched to drop swimmers in the water and
rescue the occupants. Other pilots flying choppers
near the rest of the 7th Fleet were putting their
aircraft into the sea. They hovered to drop
passengers onto the fleet’s smaller ships, including
destroyers and supply craft. When all passengers
had safely left a chopper, the pilot would maneuver
away and steer the machine on a course to safely
ditch into open water. At the last moment he would
jump clear of the rotors and drop into the sea, then
swim toward the nearest vessel.

However, the fixed-wing Bird Dog couldn’t hover
to drop off its passengers, and its fixed landing gear
would cause the plane to flip onto its back as soon
as the wheels touched the water. Only a well-trained
crew member, properly strapped in, would get out
alive. If the plane was ditched, the rest of its
occupants had almost no chance.

“My judgment told me, if I didn’t give him a chance
to land that he was going to crash it on the deck,”
Chambers said.

As the Bird Dog circled, the pilot dropped three
paper notes from the plane, but they blew over the
side before the ship’s crew could snatch them. On
the next pass he stuffed a fourth note into his
pistol’s leather holster to weigh it down, and sailors
rushed to grab the little package after it hit the deck.
They read a scribbled message written on a
crumpled chart of South Vietnam: Can you mouve
[sic] these Helicopter to the other side, | can land on
your runway, I can fly 1 hour more, we have
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enough time to mouve. Please rescue me. Major
Buang wife and 5 child.

The message was quickly relayed to the bridge
where Chambers was discussing the situation with
Jumper over the phone. Ignoring pressure from the
admiral, Chambers decided to do whatever was
necessary to let the Bird Dog land, even if that
meant throwing millions of dollars worth of
equipment over the side and possibly being relieved
of his command.

“Vern,” Chambers said into the phone, “give me a
ready deck.” Jumper called for all available
crewmen and volunteers to help prepare the angled
flight deck for the Cessna. Meanwhile, with six
boilers offline for maintenance, Chambers ordered
his chief engineer to transfer the ship’s electric load
to the emergency diesel engines and make steam for
25 knots (29 mph).

The captain turned his ship into the wind to prepare
for a fixed-wing landing. Fire crews readied their
hoses and donned fire-retardant suits. Since the Bird
Dog had no tail hook, sailors removed the four
landing cables that normally spanned the runway.
Other crew members leaned in together to heave
three Hueys and one Chinook over the side. When
their skids went over the flight deck’s edge, the
empty choppers nosed up, twisted, then fell
backward into the sea with big splashes.

Immediately, five more airborne Huey pilots took
advantage of the cleared runway to land and
disembark their passengers. Assuming he would be
court martialed, Chambers ordered those helicopters
thrown overboard as well. He later told interviewers
that since he expected to be deposed by prosecutors,

he turned away from the action to avoid seeing
exactly how many were pushed into the sea. In the
same interview Jumper also claimed not to know
how many helicopters went overboard.

The old ship rattled and groaned as its speed
increased. Jumper gave the green lamp signal to
land. Buang made two practice passes over the ship
to get a feel for the approach while translators—in
English and Vietnamese—tried to warn him about
the dangerous downdrafts that naturally occur
behind the ship’s fantail. With no response, the
crew could only watch, hoping that he would carry
enough power to fly through that turbulence.

Buang lowered the Bird Dog’s flaps and
approached in a shallow descent at a speed of 60
knots (69 mph). With the ship providing an
estimated 40 knots (46 mph) of headwind to aid the
landing, the light plane slowly caught up. It seemed
to flutter for a moment just above the deck, then
bounced once in the landing area and rolled to a
smooth stop in the middle of the runway.
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Dozens of sailors ran toward the plane to grab it in
case the aircraft’s momentum was enough to send it
over the side, but the Bird Dog stayed where it had
stopped. A hodgepodge of squadron crew and ship’s
company weighed the plane down with their bodies
while Buang and his wife, carrying their youngest
child, climbed out of the cockpit. He pulled forward
the seat and out tumbled the other four children.
Cheers rang out and sailors clapped while the
family walked into the ship’s island.

Three hours later, South Vietnamese Gen. Duong
Van Minh surrendered Saigon to North Vietnamese
Col. Bui Tin, effectively ending the war—as well as
the nation of South Vietnam.

Altogether, 71 American helicopters flew a total of
662 sorties from Saigon to the 7th Fleet’s shipsa,
rescuing more than 7,800 people.

The Bird Dog Buang-Ly flew that day now hangs at
the National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola,
Florida. Chambers kept his job as the aircraft
carrier’s captain and was later promoted to rear
admiral; he retired in 1984. Nobody was prosecuted
for the estimated $10 million loss of the helicopters
that Chambers ordered overboard.

The 10 Air Force H-53s flew four round trips from
the Midway to Saigon, evacuating more than 1,400
personnel from the start of the operation on the
morning of April 29 until its end at 9 a.m. on April
30.
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The Midway’s crew collected money to help ease Vietnam War to eventually resettle in the United
the transition for the Buang family, who became States. All seven are now naturalized American
seven of the estimated 130,000 refugees from the citizens.

What in the World is THAT?

THAT is a Saunders-Roe SR.A/1. The Saunders-Roe SR.A/1 was a prototype flying boat fighter aircraft. It was the first
jet-propelled water-based aircraft in the world. The concept behind the SR.A/1 originated during World War Il as a
reaction to Japan's successful use of military floatplanes and the emergence of the turbojet engine. Saunders-Roe
presented an initial proposal of their jet-powered seaplane concept, then designated SR.44, to the Air Ministry during
mid-1943. In April 1944, the Ministry issued a specification for the type and supported its development with a contract
for three prototypes. Development was protracted by Saunders-Roe's work on other projects, the war having ended
prior to any of the prototypes being completed. On 16 July 1947, the first prototype made its maiden flight. The SR.A/1
was evaluated by the RAF, who concluded that the design was incapable of matching up to the performance of land-
based designs. Despite interest from foreign governments, including the US, no orders for the SR.A/1 were forth-
coming. As such, it never entered volume production or saw service with any operators. While interest in the SR.A/1
program was briefly revived following the start of the Korean War, the aircraft was considered to be obsolete by that
point and was again rejected.

-- Darren Roberts
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EVENT

DATE

Person To Call

Christmas Party

2 December

Jim Neese or Bev Wittenborn

ﬁlg Elected Staff Officers:

McMahon

Wing Leader: Steve Zimmerman
Executive Officer: John Wittenborn
Finance Officer: Mark Schlicht
Operations Officer: Bob Robinson

Maintenance Officer: Mark

Safety Officer: Bill England
Adjutant: Debbie Atcheson

Development Officer: Jim Neese

iducation Officer: Jesse Plous

Wing Appointed Staff \

Officers:

Guest Speaker/Veteran Outreach:
Dave Dyer

P1O: Brian VVon Bevern

Open Hangar Day Operations: Jesse
Plous

Facility Rentals: Jim Neese
Wing Newsletter: Anita Mack

Museum & Library Curator: Darren
Roberts

Photographer: John English /
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