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A ready room is the room
on a Navy aircraft carrier
where air crews hold their
pre-flight and post-flight
briefs. Crews serving
during WWII considered
the ready room to be a
clubroom.
“The funny thing about a
ready room is that you get
attached to the hole. As
much as you are attached
to the ship. It's more than
sentiment. It's an urge for
protection. The loneliest
feeling in the whole of a
carrier pilot's world is when
he's at sea with the gas
running low, and he can't
see his carrier. You think
of the ready room then,
and the noisy guys who
make it the most desirable
place in the world. It's your
office, you live in it, it is the
big thing in your life. […]
You sweat and worry in it,
and grouse and argue, and
you get mad at it when you
can't hear yourself speak
because everyone is
yelling at once, but you're
deeply attached to the
place.
— Tommy Booth
"Wildcats" Over Casablanca
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Wing Leader’s Report
It has been a busy start to the summer season. We have
had several very successful events in the last few months. A
couple of fund raisers and a few weddings have helped us
to continue our mission, and do it with cool air in the
museum. The old air conditioning system has been
replaced and paid for.
The Stearman has been very busy. A record number of
rides this year has kept the ground crews, pilots and
maintenance personnel all working hard. Several of us
made the trip to Wichita for ‘Wichita Warbird Weekend’. It
was a joint venture with the EAA, CAF, and B-29 DOC. I
believe we gave 16 rides in the Stearman. Good crowds
kept us busy at the Ride Desk. Thanks to everyone who
made the trip. We will have a Sikorsky helicopter visit us on
July 23 and 24. We will open the hangar both days and
welcome guests to see our hangar and the
helicopter. August 6 will be Open Hangar Day featuring
vintage motorcycles. Thanks to everyone who make these
events possible.
Hangar maintenance and cleanup continues. Take a look at
the PX next time you are in the hangar, you can actually
walk in it now. If you would like to help, just give a Staff
member a call and we will put you to work.
If you haven’t been to a meeting lately, you are missing
some great speakers. Hope to see you in August.
Educate, Inspire, Honor,

-- Steve Zimmerman
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“The Four Fans of Freedom”

https://blog.hocking.edu/15-fun-facts-about-the-fourth-of-july
•

One of the greatest misconceptions of the 4th of July lies in the name and date. It is widely believed that
America declared their independence from Britain on July 4, 1776. However, the official vote actually took
place two days before and the “Declaration” was published in papers on July 4.

•

In 1958, a history teacher assigned a class assignment to redesign the national flag as both Alaska and
Hawaii neared statehood. Robert G. Heft, who was 16 at the time, designed a new flag using the old 48-star
flag and $2.87 worth of blue cloth and white iron-on material. His design earned him a B-minus to which he
challenged by sending it to Washington D.C. to be considered by President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
According to his obituary, Heft was one of thousands to submit a flag design but he was the only person
who actually stitched together a flag and shipped it to D.C. Once the flag was selected, Heft's grade was
rightfully changed to an A. His design became the official flag in 1960.
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•

Charles Thompson and the infamous John Hancock were the only two men who actually signed the
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. The other 54 delegates signed over the course of the next
month.

•

According to the History Channel, a simple message is written upside-down across the bottom of the signed
document that reads, "Original Declaration of Independence dated 4th July 1776." According to the same
article, no one knows who wrote this or when, but it was believed to have been added as a label during the
years of the Revolutionary War when parchment was frequently rolled up for transport.

•

Richard Stockton, a lawyer from New Jersey, became the only signer of the Declaration of Independence to
recant his support of the revolution after being captured by the British in November 1776 and thrown in jail.
After years of abusive treatment, and his recanting of loyalties, Stockton was released to find all of his
property destroyed or stolen by the British. His library, one of the finest in the colonies, was burned to the
ground.

•

Of the 56 signers, the youngest signers, Thomas Lynch Jr. and Edward Rutledge of South Carolina, were
only 26. However, Benjamin Franklin of Pennsylvania was the oldest signer at 70 years old.

•

On the second anniversary of Independence Day in 1778, American troops were fighting the American
Revolutionary War. During this time, George Washington ordered a double ration of rum for American
soldiers to celebrate the holiday with.

•

Fireworks date back as a tradition of Independence Day as early as the first anniversary in 1777. John
Adams wrote in a letter to his wife, Abigail, that he wanted Independence Day to be celebrated with pomp,
parade, shows, and "Illuminations." This original letter was written when Adams presumed that
Independence Day would be celebrated on July 2.

•

Thomas Jefferson, 82, and John Adams, 90, both died on July 4, 1826 within five hours of each other on the
50th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.

•

July 4th was not deemed a federal holiday until 1870, nearly 100 years after the nation was founded.

Our PT-19 is airborne again! Well, sort of; in miniature at least.
Recently a model airplane builder from Brazil wrote requesting a copy
of the Olathe Naval Air Station logo that we carry on the nose of our
airplane, so that he could put it on his PT-19 model. We did, and he
did, and he sent us photos of the result. Very nice! Can't wait to see
our "full sized" model airborne as well.
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Speaking of which, our airplane will be featured again in
this year's "12 Plane of Christmas" crowd funding
campaign. We've done a great job raising money in the past,
and hopefully this year will be the last one in which we'll
need to participate. Our tail surfaces are finished, our wings
are off at the rebuilders, and our fuselage is well under way,
here at home. Please consider donating when the campaign
starts this Fall.
--Brian VonBevern

Heritage Speaker
Our Heritage Speaker for the June meeting was Lt. Colonel Robert Frank. Colonel Frank served two tours in
Vietnam for the US Army; the first as a ground officer, the second as a helicopter pilot. It was during that
second tour that he rescued the crew of a C-130 transport that crashed after taking ground fire. Frank was
awarded the Silver Star for the rescue, although the award wasn't made until about 40 years after the event. If
you missed the meeting you missed a great speaker! You can watch Col. Frank's Patriot Feature video here:
https://www.patriotfeatures.org/portfolio/robert-frank/

Wing Staff Meeting
4 AUG, 7 PM
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Bill England and Luke Klenke fixing the trailer door
(with Steve's help). Phil Pardon, Jim Boughan, and
Brian VonBevern also fixed the torn insulation in the
hangar roof last month.
In the past 30 days we have flown our PT-13 Stearman for 20.1
hours over 29 flights. All flights were for hire or cross country to
a ride event. It sure feels like we've been busy. Many, many
thanks goes to our amazing Ride Crew (Jerry, Linda and all), our
dedicated Pilots (Brian, Steve, John) and a special "attaboy" to our
multi-talented Maintenance Crew (Jim and Ken). Before we were
able to make the trip to Wichita, a radio transmission glitch had to
be corrected. Jim Stella and Ken Tyler diagnosed and solved this
issue: a faulty switch. Well done!
Over the weekend of July 8-10, the HOA Wing traveled to the
Eisenhower National Airport (ICT) for static displays and Stearman rides. HOA members were able to place
six of the nine aircraft in the beautiful hangar/home of the B-29 "DOC". We were joined in selling rides by the
EAA's North American B-25 "Berlin Express", the Jayhawk Wing's Cessna "Bamboo Bomber" and our
gracious host, the Boeing B-29 "DOC". Steve Zimmerman displayed two aircraft, a Cessna L-19 and a Beech
T-34. Brian VonBevern flew his Fairchild PT-26, Steve Craig showed his Beech Staggerwing and I displayed a
1942 Taylorcraft L-2. Several hundred people visited each day. Another thank you goes out to all who flew
their aircraft (at their own expense) to support this event and to Jerry and Linda Sladish, Bill England, Dan
McFarland, Susie VonBevern and Randall Hauk for their valuable help as Ride Crew and and Ride Desk
support. Susie, Linda, and Dan drove to haul luggage and tent supplies. Randall, Jerry, and Bill got to be
passengers in flight. I look forward to doing this again next year.
We have more rides on the horizon. While we are again setting records for ride sales, we are also setting
records for expenses. 100 LL fuel is approaching $10/gal in some places. (I've heard the key to selling below
cost is volume?) Our next big event will be static at the KC Airshow the first weekend in September.
We are encouraging our Stearman pilots to take a member on a Stearman ride when they are flying for
proficiency. If you would like to be on this list and have not been given your member ride, please call the Wing
phone, 913.907.7902 and leave a message."
--Bob Robinson
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We were invited to the B-29 Doc's "Warbird
Weekend" event last weekend (July 9-10). We sold a
bunch of Stearman rides, bonded with the Jayhawk
Wing and the Doc volunteers, and had a great time.
While it was hot as a Kansas Summer in Wichita, we
were fortunate in that the Doc folks allowed us to set
up our display in their beautiful hangar, keeping us in
the shade all weekend. The Doc hangar is also a
museum dedicated to the B-29's history, and is well
worth a visit if you're ever in Wichita.
CAF-HOA members who came to Wichita included
Wing Leader Steve Zimmerman, XO John
Wittenborn, Ops Officer Bob Robinson, members
Jerry Sladish, Linda Sladish, Dan McFarland, Bill
England, Randall Hauk, and Susie and Brian Von Bevern. Six of the nine aircraft on display came from the
HOA or are owned by HOA members. In addition to our Stearman, aircraft on display included Zimmerman's
L-19 and T-34, Robinson's L-2, and the Von Beverns' PT-26. Our own member Steve Craig's Staggerwing
Beech was also on display in the hangar.
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We did an overflight for Prairie Village's July 4 celebration using the CAF Stearman and Bob's L-2. CAF HOA
member Mark Schlict took these photos.
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•

10 July 1942 - An American pilot spots the so-called Akutan Zero intact at Akutan Island. Information gained from
studying the plane allowed the Americans to devise ways to defeat the Zero. Plane salvaged on July 15th.

•

6 July 1943 - The town of Boise City, Oklahoma was mistakenly bombed by a U.S. Army Air Forces plane that
had taken off from the nearby Dalhart Army Air Base in Texas. The pilot, sent on a training mission to drop
explosives on a practice range near Conlen, Texas, got off course, mistook Boise City for the range, and
dropped five bombs on the town. Although there was slight damage to buildings, nobody was injured, and the
air raid was stopped after the town was blacked out by an alert power plant worker.[15]

•

10 July 1943 - The Allied invasion of Sicily began as U.S., British and Canadian forces landed on the large
Italian island at 0245 GMT (4:45 am local time), with the U.S. Third Infantry Division, codenamed the "Dime
Force", coming ashore at the beaches of the port city of Licata.[26] The Seventh United States Army and
the British Eighth Army arrived with 180,000 men on 2,590 ships in "the largest sea-borne assault" of World War
II.[27] Defending Sicily were 230,000 Italian and 40,000 German troops.[28] Earlier, the Allies released 147 military
gliders from towing aircraft, to glide in silently. Of those, 69 were released too early and landed in the ocean,
drowning 252 men. Only 12 of the 147 gliders landed in the target area.[29]

•

30 July 1945 - In the last notable Japanese success of the war, the American cruiser USS Indianapolis was
torpedoed and sunk in the Philippine Sea by the submarine I-58.
Wikipedia.com: 1942, 1943, 1945

1 July 1942 – the first B-17 arrived in Britain

World War II: America’s Heavy Hitter –
The B-17 Flying Fortress
https://history.delaware.gov/word-war-ii-americas-heavy-hitter-the-b-17-flyingfortress/#:~:text=Developed%20by%20the%20Boeing%20Company,than%20any%20other%20American%20aircraft.
In a previous display, I discussed military gliders
used during World War II but now I would like to
move on to an aircraft that played a pivotal role in
the outcome of the war, the B-17 Flying Fortress.
What, you ask, was a Flying Fortress? Developed by
the Boeing Company in the 1930s, the B-17 was a
four‑engine heavy bomber aircraft used by the U.S.
Army Air Force during World War II. It was a very
effective weapons system, dropping more bombs
during the war than any other American aircraft.
Why was the B-17 called the “Flying Fortress”? The
name was coined when the plane, with its heavy
firepower and multiple machine gun
emplacements, made its public debut in July 1935.
8

Richard Williams, a reporter for The Seattle Times, exclaimed, “Why, it’s a flying fortress!” The Boeing Company
recognized the value of the name and had it trademarked.

Early in the war, the U.S. Army Air Force command felt that tightly packed formations of bombers would have so much
firepower that they could fend off enemy fighters on their own without accompanying fighter escort. However, starting
with the Combined Bomber Offensive(This link opens in another tab/external link) in 1943, this theory was severely
challenged. The goal of this offensive was to gain air superiority over the cities, factories, railways, refineries and
battlefronts of Western Europe by performing round-the-clock bombing of these strategic areas in preparation for the
invasion of France in 1944. The U.S. 8th Army Air Force, based in airfields in southern England, and the 15th Army Air
Force, based in Italy, were assigned to the daytime bombing of these areas while the British Royal Air Force performed
nighttime bombing. Heavy losses of bombers and crews forced the Army Air Force to rethink its strategy and, rather
than abandoning the daylight raids as suggested by other allies, it began assigning fighter escorts, such as the P-38
Lightning and P‑51 Mustang, to accompany the bombers.
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The B-17 was a sturdily built aircraft. Though many were shot down, many more severely damaged aircraft
were able to return their crews safely to base. As each of these wounded airplanes returned, the legend of the
B-17 grew.

The B-17 Flying Fortress became a symbol of the power of the United States and its air force. There were 12,731 B-17s
built between 1936 and 1945. Though most B-17s were scrapped after the war, we are fortunate to have one on exhibit
at the Air Mobility Command Museum in Dover, Del. Several other B-17s remain air‑worthy to this day.
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It is with great sadness that we inform you that Kathy Finley, wife of
CAF member Bill Finley, passed away June 30.
Bill has been active with the CAF and the MVPA for a number of years. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to him. A Celebration of Life will be held on August 6, 2022, at 10am at Amos
Family Funeral Home, 10901 Johnson Dr, Shawnee, KS 66203.
For more information follow this link:
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/25296933/katherine-elizabethfinley/shawnee/kansas/amos-family-inc

It is with great sadness that we inform you that Max Deweese
has passed away.
Max was a long-time friend who will be sorely missed by our wing. Max's
attendance at our meetings and events was always highly anticipated. His
willingness to share his experiences with us was a gift. As was his sense of humor
when he played Santa at our Christmas party! Max celebrated his 101st birthday
this year. He served in the U.S. Marine Corps during WWII and served an
additional 16 years in the Marine Corps Reserves. He was among the first wave of
Marines deployed during the Battle of Guadalcanal in 1942, and he earned two
Purple Hearts after being wounded during the battles of Tarawa and Saipan.
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Wing Elected Staff Officers:
Wing Leader: Steve Zimmerman
Executive Officer: John Wittenborn
Finance Officer: Tom McChesney
Operations Officer: Bob Robinson
Maintenance Officer: Mark
McMahon
Safety Officer: Jim Boughan
Adjutant: Beth McCale
Developmenent Officer: Beverly
Wittenborn
Education Officer: Janet McKenny

Wing Appointed Staff
Officers:
Guest Speaker/Veteran Outreach:
Dave Dyer
PIO: Brian VonBevern
Open Hangar Day Operations: Beth
McCale, Janet McKenney, and
Bev Wittenborn
Facility Rentals: Jim Neese
Wing Newsletter: Anita Mack
Museum & Library Curator: Darren
Roberts and John Curatola
Photographer: John English
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