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Operations Repor

A ready room is the room 
on a Navy aircraft carrier 
where air crews hold their 
pre-flight and post-flight 
briefs. Crews serving 

during WWII considered 
the ready room to be a 

clubroom. 
“The funny thing about a 

ready room is that you get 
attached to the hole. As 

much as you are attached 
to the ship. It's more than 
sentiment. It's an urge for 
protection. The loneliest 
feeling in the whole of a 

carrier pilot's world is when 
he's at sea with the gas 

running low, and he can't 
see his carrier. You think 
of the ready room then, 
and the noisy guys who 

make it the most desirable 
place in the world. It's your 
office, you live in it, it is the 

big thing in your life. […] 
You sweat and worry in it, 
and grouse and argue, and 
you get mad at it when you 
can't hear yourself speak 

because everyone is 
yelling at once, but you're 

deeply attached to the 
place. 

— Tommy Booth 

 "Wildcats" Over Casablanca 
 

Wing Leader’s Report 

Fall is here and activities will soon slow down at the Wing.  October has 
been busy, though.  Lots of ride flights keep the ride crews busy.  We 
participated in the Lineman’s Rodeo with a fly over early in the month.  
November 5th we will fly over the Veterans Parade in Ottawa. After that 
winter maintenance will start on the Stearman.  Progress continues on the 
PT-19.  The tail feathers were picked up last week and are now in our 
hangar.  The crew is working towards getting the fuselage ready to be 
welded.  They have been meeting on Wednesday evenings and can always 
use more help.  

We had a couple of events at the hangar this month.  A group of Boy 
Scouts and parents held their meeting there.  This is good ‘PR’ and has 
resulted in some ride flights and general knowledge about our mission.  We 
also hosted the National Disaster Medical System.  They are planning for a 
mock disaster and will hopefully use our hangar for the exercise.  They 
made the comment that this was the best hangar they have used and were 
very happy with the facility.  Thank you to everyone who has helped get the 
hangar in great shape.  It will pay dividends down the road with increased 
use from outside parties. 

We also ‘paid’ our rent on the hangar by washing the airplanes in Navy 
Park.  This small chore saves us thousands of dollars in rent every year.  We 
are required to do it twice a year and will plan another cleaning session in 
the spring.  We also need to do some maintenance on the airplanes to keep 
them presentable to the public. 

I encourage you to come to our meetings and hear our great speakers.  Get 
involved, we need more help.  Sometimes it is hard to break in to a new 
group and get involved, but don’t get discouraged, keep trying.  This is a 
great organization and we have great volunteers and look forward to you 
getting involved. 
 

EDUCATE – INSPIRE – HONOR 
 

-- Steve Zimmerman 
 

Next MeetiNg: 

19 NOV, 10:00 
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Operations Report  
"For a good time, call the Heart of America Wing." 

"The leaves are showing their beautiful 
Autumn colors, the temperatures are dropping, and 
the demand for Stearman rides remains strong.  
According to Tom McChesney, our Wing Treasurer, 
rides are up 75% over last year, which was a record.  
There are several reasons to possibly explain the 
surge in demand.  COVID-related frustrations, shifts 
in values, whatever.  I feel the main ingredient has 
been simply the word of mouth.  The public has 
noticed our warm and welcoming ways.  They have 
told friends and neighbors about the professional, 
courteous care we show our guests.  They've 
mentioned the friendly, personal attention by our 
superb Ride Crews and the amazing condition of 
our 82 year old trainer so skillful preserved by our 
Maintenance department.  Add to this, our very 
talented group of pilots who show them the joy of 
aviation in the safest way possible.  They leave the 
ground relaxed and confident, then return grinning 
ear to ear.  We are still one of the best kept secrets 
in town but the word is getting out.  Many, many 
thanks to Jerry and your crew, to Mark and your 
team, and to Brian, John and Steve for all the hard 
work and dedication this season.  It has been a 
long, demanding haul this season, too often cutting 
in to personal and family time.  Job well done. 
 
Recently Jim Neese and I drove to Coldwater, MI to 
retrieve the newly restored empennage and belly 
pan for our PT-19.  Mike Kelly (see photos) did the 
museum quality work for us.  The parts are in our 
shop so stop in and admire Mike's work.  A few 
more bites out of the elephant. 
 
Last Saturday was our annual flight over the 
International Lineman's Rodeo, sponsored by 
EVERGY KC in Bonner Springs, KS.  Steve, Brian, and 
John braved the cool morning and put on a superb 
showing.  I got to take a few photos from the event 
site.  The crowd reaction was most positive.  All cell 
phones and cameras were pointed skyward as they 
flew overhead. 
 

 
HELP WANTED...STEARMAN PILOTS APPLY WITHIN.  
If you are interested in becoming part of our crew 
of Stearman pilots, please see me.  Stay warm and 
be safe." 

-- Bob Robinson 
 
 

 
A well-stocked hangar by Mike Kelly 

 
 
 

 
Jim Neese and Mike Kelly 
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Jim Neese ready to leave the colorful Michigan area 
 

 
Museum quality restored Fairchild components by Mike Kelly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were honored to host a visit from Cub 
Scout Pack 3472 on October 11th.  The 
Scouts had a great time touring the 
museum, watching CAF videos, and 
exploring the hangar downstairs.  Their 
favorite part of the visit seemed to be 
making paper airplanes, which they flew 
all over the hangar. 
      
Another popular item was VVA-243's UH-1 
Huey.  VVA members Jim McGirr, Arnold 
Swift, and Larry Stobart opened the 
helicopter up and spoke with visitors 
about the Vietnam War. Thanks, guys! 
 
 
 

Thanks to Education Officer Janet McKenny for organizing 
the event, and to  volunteers Bob Robinson, Jim Hathcoat, 
Mark McMahon, Mark Schlict, Jerry Sladish, Alex Kennerly, 
and Brian Von Bevern for helping out. 
 

. 
 
 

 
 

 

Wing Staff 
Meeting 

3 Nov, 7 PM 
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Progress continues on the restoration of our PT-19.  Ken Tyler, Jim Stella, and 
the rest of the crew have been meeting Wednesday evenings to inventory 
parts and develop a plan to begin assembly of the fuselage.  Jim Boughan has 
helped by manufacturing some needed brackets.  Next, the crew plans to 
weld the new brackets in place and start adding all the other parts necessary, 
before covering the fuselage with fabric. 
 
Wing members Bob Robinson and Jim Neese took Jim's truck and horse 
trailer to Michigan this month to pick up our restored tail pieces from PT-19 
guru Mike Kelly.  Feels like progress! 
 
 

Another satisfied customer (dark brown jacket) 

Benjamin Nicks 
Benjamin Nicks, who spoke at the Wing meeting in September, 2019, passed away September 28.  
He was born on March 31, 1919 in Chicago, IL.  At the age of one, he moved with his family to the 

Kansas City area, then in 1929 he moved again to Shawnee, KS.  Ben enlisted in the US Army in 
January 1941, "to get his year over with."  He received a commission as an Army Air Force pilot in 
March 1942.  After serving as a B-24 pilot instructor for two years he was transferred to Tinian in 

the Mariana Islands in January 1945 to fly B-29s against Japan.  He was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for flying 35 combat missions.  Ben left military service in January 1946 
and worked 35 years for Trans World Airlines in Kansas City and New York.  He retired in 1981 as 

manager of the TWA Flight Attendant's Academy in Overland Park, KS. 

Blue skies, Ben. Blue skies... 
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The Linemen's Rodeo 
 
The Linemen's Rodeo is an annual event that attracts the 
best linemen from around the world to compete in 
events based on traditional lineman tasks and skills.  The 
first Lineman’s Rodeo was held in September 1984, with 
twelve participating teams from Kansas and Missouri.  
The Rodeo is held in Bonner Springs each year and has 
grown to over 200 teams and 300 apprentices from 
around the world. 
 
We were honored to be invited to participate by flying 
over the opening ceremonies October 15th. Led by CAF 
HOA member Brian Von Bevern in his PT-26, the formation of Steve Zimmerman in his    L-19 and 
John Wittenborn in the Wing’s Stearman made a great impression on the crowd below.  Bob 
Robinson attended the ceremony and was able to snap a few photos of the formation overhead. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Clinton Regional Fly-In 
 
Just a little update on the Clinton Regional Fly-In that I had on October 8th.  Right up until show time I was 
very concerned about how things would go, as many things had to fall into place to pull it off. 
 
That Saturday morning, I didn't know how many airplanes I would have.  I invited about 14 Warbirds to 
attend but unfortunately most had to cancel.  Thanks to Steve Zimmerman for bringing his T-34, (that blue 
and yellow paint scheme looks beautiful in the sun), to Bob Williams for bringing his PT-22, Chris Walker (L-
17 Navion) and the CAF Jayhawk Wing for bringing their UC-78 Bamboo Bomber. 
 
I couldn't have asked for a better day.  It started out cold, 24 degrees, but by afternoon it was in the upper 
60s with no wind.  I had over 50 GA planes and 600-700 people at the airport throughout the day.  Good 
food and a lot of smiles in the crowd.  Everybody enjoyed it. 
 
I want to thank the guys who came down to help from the CAF HOA.  John Helms (who brought his Jeep 
for display), Joe Gavlek, Bill England, Tom Ward, and John English.  I also had a lot of local supporters. 
Thanks to all who made the event a success. 
 

     -- Until next time, Dwight Staples, Event Coordinator 
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October 15th, after the monthly Wing meeting, a 
group of HOA members went over to the Navy 
Park on the West side of the airport to "pay our 
rent."  To pay for the land our hangar sits on, 
we're required to wash the three jets on display 
in the Park periodically.  We're working on plans 
to repaint the airplanes, as well as repairing the 
concrete pads they rest on.  If you've got any 
contacts in the airplane painting or concrete 
businesses please let a staff member know! 
      
We've got more photos on our Facebook page. 
Check them out! 
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Tremendous thanks to Wing members Steve Zimmerman, Bill England, Luke Klenke, Darren Roberts, 
Joe Gavlek, Rick Schubert, Brian Von Bevern, John English, Jim Boughan, and Mark Schlicht for getting 
the airplanes cleaned.  They look a lot better! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The Man Behind the Mustache: 

The Incredible Accomplishments of the Legendary Robin Olds IICOLD 
WARHISTORYMILITARY VEHICLES 

Nov 12, 2021 Jesse Beckett, Guest Author 

 

 
 
Robin Olds is an iconic man known for his exceptional flying skills, and equally exceptional mustache, which, 
as he says, was the “middle finger I couldn’t raise in PR photographs.” The son of an influential pilot, Olds was 
destined for greatness. He started out in WWII-era propeller aircraft and eventually found himself in the seat of 
an F-4 Phantom over Vietnam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.warhistoryonline.com/author/jesse-beckett
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The man, the mustache, the legend 
 

 
 
 
Olds was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, on July 14 1922 
to Robert Olds, another notable figure in US 
history. The Olds family contained many influential 
people; Robert Olds’ grandfather was a soldier and 
witnessed the hanging of the conspirators in 
Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, while another 
relative was a colonel in the Revolutionary War. 
 
The Olds were also related to Ransom E. Olds, the 
founder of Oldsmobile. 
 
Robert Olds served as a flight instructor during 
WWI, and soon after worked closely with Brigadier 
General Billy Mitchell. Robert was a strong 
proponent of strategic bombing, and was a member 
of the “bomber mafia.” 
With this lineage and so much time around airmen, 
it was no surprise that Olds would eventually join 

the military. He first flew at the age of eight. At 
Hampton High School Olds was the class president 
for three years in a row and played football, where 
he was aggressive and highly talented. 
 
After this, he joined West Point in 1940 but 
undertook flight training after Japan attacked Pearl 
Harbor. When he returned to West Point he was 
selected as an All-American linebacker. While he 
was excelling at West Point, Olds became slightly 
disillusioned with the strict rules, as he believed 
they were only used to enforce behavior rather than 
honor. After this, he was demoted from Cadet 
Captain to private for drinking alcohol. 
He received his flying wings in May 1943 and was 
assigned to the P-38 Lightning. Soon, he and his 
fellow airmen would be preparing for D-Day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/1704626/major-general-robert-olds/
https://www.automotivehalloffame.org/honoree/ransom-e-olds/
https://www.automotivehalloffame.org/honoree/ransom-e-olds/
https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Mitchell
https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Mitchell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bomber_Mafia
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Olds in action 
 

 
 
His first taste of operations came in May 1944 and 
his first kill came on August 14 when he shot down 
two German Fw 190s, a formidable aircraft. 
 
Olds took to learning and understanding the 
maintenance side of his aircraft and would 
frequently assist ground crews with servicing. In 
addition, he demanded that his aircraft be waxed to 
help his P-38 cut through the air. 
 
Just over a week after his first aerial success, Olds 
shot down another two fighters; this time Bf 109s, 
one of which Olds shot down while both of his 
engines were off (his engines had starved of fuel as 
he forgot to switch to internal fuel tanks at the start 
of the engagement). On the way home from this 
mission Olds encountered and shot down another 
Bf 109, his fifth kill. This made him an ace, the first 
in his fighter group after just three months of 
combat. 
 
In mid-September, his fighter group transitioned to 
the P-51 Mustang, with Olds naming his Scat VI. 
He shot down another Fw 190 before he finished 
his first tour in November 1944, taking two months’ 
leave. 
 
He returned to combat in January 1945 and was 
promoted to major on February 9. This very day he 

shot down his seventh aircraft, another Bf 109. 
Between then and the end of the war Olds scored a 
number of kills and even had a brief encounter with 
Me 262s. By the time the war ended he had shot 
down 13 aircraft and destroyed 11.5 more on the 
ground. Olds is the only pilot to have been an ace 
in both the P-51 and P-38. 
 
He was placed in command of his own squadron in 
March, at just 22 years of age. 
 
In 1946 he started dating a Hollywood actress, 
whom he would be married to for 29 years. 
 
Vietnam 
As Olds continued to climb the ranks (promoted to 
colonel in 1953) he missed out on the fighting in 
Korea but would come back for more during 
Vietnam. In this period Olds was known to clash 
with his superiors as he had a bold attitude and a 
tendency to ignore the rules. 
 
He became involved in the combat over Vietnam in 
1966, operating from Thailand. Enormous leaps 
had been made in aircraft technology since WWII, 
with piston-engine fighters being a thing of the past. 
Olds was now in the seat of an F-4C Phantom, an 
entirely different beast from the P-51s and P-38s of 
two decades ago. 
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This was no problem for Olds though, as he quickly 
shot down a MiG-21. It was during Vietnam where 
Olds, the rule breaker, would start wearing his 
legendary mustache. This broke regulations that 
enraged his superiors but garnered respect from 
his men. 
 
After shooting down four MiGs in Vietnam, Olds 
flew his last combat mission in September of 1967. 
In total, he earned 17 air-kills, logged thousands of 
flying hours, and flew 259 missions. He remained in 
the Air Force and ended up trying to improve the 
abilities of the US’ airmen with an Air Force 

Academy and as an inspector for pilots in Vietnam. 
He became a brigadier general and offered to 
reduce his rank so he could return to combat, but 
when this was denied he retired. 
 
Robin Olds and his fabulous rebellious mustache 
came to symbolize the core of American pilots and 
he’s now one of the most famous people to have 
ever passed through its ranks. 
 
Olds passed away in 2007 at the age of 84 after a 
battle with prostate cancer. 

 
https://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/robin-olds-the-flying-ace-with-a-famous-mustache.html

 
 
  
 
 

https://www.warhistoryonline.com/world-war-ii/robin-olds-the-flying-ace-with-a-famous-mustache.html
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On this day in history, Oct. 25, 1944, first kamikaze suicide pilots 
attack US Navy in World War II 

 

Frightening 'divine wind' attackers killed thousands, screamed from sky on St. Crispin's Day — 
monumental anniversary in global military history 

 
By Kerry J. Byrne | Fox News   Published October 25, 2022 12:02am EDT 

 
Kamikaze suicide planes sent by desperate Imperial 

Japan screamed down from the skies over Surigao 

Strait in the Philippines, terrifying American sailors, 

for the first time on this day in history, Oct. 25, 

1944.  

 

"The Americans who witnessed these first kamikaze 

attacks were horrified and shaken, but it was only 

the beginning," historian James P. Duffy wrote last 

year for American Heritage magazine, in a passage 

adapted from his recent book, "Return to Victory." 

By the end of World War II in the summer of 1945, 

about 130 American warships were sunk or 

damaged by kamikazes, according to several 

military history sources.  

As many as 3,000 U.S. servicemen and women 

were killed, with thousands more wounded, in the 

suicide attacks.  

About 5,000 Japanese kamikaze pilots killed 

themselves, according to an estimate by the 

National Air and Space Museum. 

 

https://www.foxnews.com/person/b/kerry-j-byrne
https://www.foxnews.com/
https://www.foxnews.com/category/tech/topics/us-navy
https://www.foxnews.com/category/topic/world-war-two
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The escort carrier USS St. Lo was the first ship 

targeted by a squadron of about half a dozen 

kamikazes.  

The Japanese Zero fighter planes were stripped 

down of normal equipment and packed with over 

500 pounds of explosives. 

"The damage from the attack was so severe that the 

St. Lo sank in just 30 minutes," reported the 

National World War II Museum.  

"Out of 889 crewmen aboard, 134 lost their lives in 

the first kamikaze attack of World War II." 

St. Lo survivor Orville Bethard told the museum 

that the frenzied Japanese suicide planes screamed 

at full throttle, at speeds of over 300 miles per hour. 

"The Americans who 
witnessed these first 
kamikaze attacks were 
horrified and shaken." — 
James P. Duffy 

Kamikazes also struck American escort carriers 
USS Kalinin Bay, USS Kitkun Bay, USS Santee, 
USS Suwannee and USS White Plains, according to 
the Naval History and Heritage Command website; 
the attacks killed nearly 300 American sailors and 
wounded hundreds more in those first horrifying 
suicide attacks on Oct. 25 alone.  
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The name kamikaze is translated to "divine 
wind." It's a historical reference in Japan to a 
typhoon that suddenly destroyed a Mongol 
fleet in the 13th century and saved the island 
nation from invasion.  
"The fanatical resolve of Japanese pilots 
turned their aircraft into human guided 
missiles," reported the Naval History and 
Heritage Command.  

"While these results did not prevent Japan’s 
defeat in the Philippines, they exceeded 
considerably what the Japanese achieved with 
orthodox air tactics alone. This guaranteed the 
greater use of kamikazes going forward." 

"The fanatical 
resolve of Japanese 
pilots turned their 
aircraft into human 
guided missiles." 
 
The Japanese coincidentally launched the 
suicide attacks on St. Crispin’s Day — a 
landmark anniversary in the history of global 
warfare.  
 
King Henry V led English archers into the 
famous Battle of Agincourt on Oct. 25, 1415.  

 

https://www.foxnews.com/category/world/world-regions/japan
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His inspirational St. Crispin’s Day speech 
before England's shocking victory over France 
was immortalized in literature by William 
Shakespeare in "Henry V." 

"From this day to the ending of the world / 
But we in it shall be remembered / We few, 
we happy few, we band of brothers," Henry V 
said in Shakespeare's account, while rallying 
his troops to battle.  

The phrase "band of brothers" connotes 
comrades in arms today. It became the title of 
historian Stephen Ambrose’s 1992 history of 
the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne in World War 
II and the 2001 made-for-TV epic World War 
II series "Band of Brothers" that the book 
inspired. 

The British cavalry’s "Charge of the Light 
Brigade," famously dramatized by poet Alfred 
Lord Tennyson, took place on St. Crispin’s 
Day, Oct. 25, 1854, during the Crimean War.  
 

 
 
"Theirs not to reason why. Theirs but to do 
and die," Tennyson wrote of the hopeless and 
ill-fated attack. 

The city of Lisbon was recaptured from 
Islamic forces by an international army of 
German, British, Flemish and Portuguese 
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Christians during the Second Crusade on Oct. 
25, 1147.  

The victory had a long-lasting impact on the 
proliferation of Christianity in Europe for 
centuries to follow. 

The emergence of the kamikazes on St. 
Crispin's Day, Oct. 25, 1944, in the Battle of 
Surigao Strait in World War II was one of the 
key encounters of the wider Battle of Leyte 
Gulf.  

It is by some accounts the largest naval battle 
in world history. 

The Battle of Leyte Gulf proved an 
overwhelming American victory that 
effectively destroyed Japanese sea and air 
power — yet launched the desperate, frenzied 
and frightening final months of World War 
II.  

https://www.foxnews.com/lifestyle/this-day-history-oct-25-1944-kamikaze-suicide-pilots-attack-us-navy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that we're archiving the 
newsletter on our webpage?  Go to the "about 
us" drop down and you can read or download 
prior editions.  Additionally, we've got a few 
printed copies on the bookcase shelf at the rear 
of the meeting room, and there are some 
hanging on the bulletin board across from the 
kitchen counter downstairs.  Feel free to take 
some and share them around! 
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Wing Elected Staff Officers: 

Wing Leader:  Steve Zimmerman 

Executive Officer:  John Wittenborn 

Finance Officer:  Tom McChesney 

Operations Officer:  Bob Robinson 

Maintenance Officer:  Mark 
McMahon 

Safety Officer:  Jim Boughan 

Adjutant:  Beth McCale 

Developmenent Officer:  Beverly 
Wittenborn 

Education Officer:  Janet McKenny 

Wing Appointed Staff 
Officers: 

Guest Speaker/Veteran Outreach:  
Dave Dyer 

PIO:  Brian VonBevern 

Open Hangar Day Operations: Beth 
McCale, Janet McKenney, and         
Bev Wittenborn 

Facility Rentals:  Jim Neese 

Wing Newsletter:  Anita Mack 

Museum & Library Curator:  Darren 
Roberts and John Curatola 

Photographer:  John English 
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